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ABSTRACT

Modern cultures are characterised by migration, which has resulted in the development of intricate
diasporic identities and transnational labour dynamics in our increasingly globalised society. In a
transnational framework, this article investigates diasporic alienation and the complex challenges
encountered by immigrant workers. The article delves into the ways in which migrant workers experience
profound loneliness and identity crisis as a result of their displacement from their home countries, cultural
displacement, and socioeconomic marginalisation. The study's overarching goal is to provide insight on
the ways in which concerns including unstable work, legal exposure, prejudice, and social isolation
contribute to labour exploitation and psychological alienation. This article explores the ways in which
global capitalism exacerbates inequality and perpetuates the systematic exploitation of immigrant labour
by drawing on postcolonial theoretical frameworks and Marxist ideas of alienation. The research shows
that diasporic persons frequently face structural obstacles in host countries while navigating multiple
identities, using literary works and real-world examples to support this claim. Based on the results, it seems
that transnational economic systems shape alienation, which is more than just an emotional state. As the
study comes to a close, it stresses the need of ethical labour practices and more inclusive policies in tackling
the problems encountered by immigrant communities in this age of globalisation.

Keywords: Diasporic; Struggles, Immigrant; Transnational

INTRODUCTION

The quest for greater prospects, together with globalisation, economic inequality, political
instability, and other factors, has led to unprecedented levels of human movement in the modern
world. Diaspora and transnationalism have developed as key theoretical frameworks within this
worldwide migration to explain the lived realities of people and groups whose homelands are no
longer their permanent home. All of these ideas encompass the psychological, social, cultural, and
economic aspects of migration in addition to the actual movement of people across borders. The
lived realities of immigrant workers in cross-border settings provide light on long-standing
problems of exclusion, marginalisation, and structural injustice that impact labour dynamics
worldwide.

In its original sense, diaspora was the forced migration of a people group away from their ancestral
country as a result of traumatic events like enslavement, colonisation, or exile. But in modern
debates, diaspora has come to encompass not just forced migration but also voluntary movement,
particularly in light of globalisation. Not only do members of diasporic groups remain physically
scattered around the world, but they also maintain strong personal, cultural, and economic links to
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their ancestral country. Transfers of wealth, advances in communication, shared cultural traditions,
and international networks all play a role in keeping these ties strong. As a result, the concept of
diaspora is shifting from a fixed state to one in which people constantly negotiate their identities,
create hybrid cultures, and strike a balance between their "home" and "host" civilisations.

A similar idea to diaspora is transnationalism, which describes how migrants build and maintain
relationships across boundaries. The conventional view of migration as a process of arrival in a
new country and subsequent integration is contested by transnationalists. Rather, it highlights how
migrants may feel a part of more than one country at the same time and how identity can be
flexible. Transnational people and communities function within linked global systems via
economic activity, social links, and cultural exchanges. As an example, migrant workers
frequently engage in the labour markets of their host countries while also sending money back to
their relatives back home. The unique socio-economic space that is created by this simultaneous
involvement allows influences from both sides to form identities and livelihoods.

Although globalisation presents many benefits, the reality of immigrant labour under international
frameworks is frequently difficult. Many industrialised and developing nations rely on immigrant
workers to keep their economies afloat. Construction, farming, housework, healthcare, and service
industries all benefit greatly from their presence. Nevertheless, their efforts are often overlooked,
and the security of their jobs is not guaranteed. A large number of immigrant workers are subject
to low-status, low-paying professions that are often precarious, illegal, and provide little in the
way of social safety nets. Because of their inherent position in the workforce, they are more likely
to be targets of prejudice, abuse, and exploitation.

Without stable legal status, immigrant workers confront a number of challenges. Many migrant
workers, whether they are here legally or just temporarily, are unable to stand up for themselves
and have little leverage in negotiations. Long hours, low pay, and harmful working conditions are
ways employers might exploit this weakness. Furthermore, many employees refrain from
reporting exploitation or seeking legal aid due to the fear of deportation. Strict immigration
regulations, low job mobility, and bureaucratic red tape are just a few of the obstacles that may
prevent even legally employed people from advancing economically and socially.

Cultural and social exclusion can pose a big problem. Racial, ethnic, linguistic, and national
prejudice are common experiences for immigrant workers. Discrimination takes many forms,
some of which include harassment in the job, social isolation, and unfair opportunity gaps.
Migrants have a number of difficulties already, and language limitations make it even more
difficult for them to communicate, get access to basic services, and assimilate into their new home.
Consequently, a great deal of social and cultural isolation occurs among immigrant workers, which
contributes to their severe feeling of alienation.

Internal psychological experiences are just as much a part of the immigrant labour force's sense of
alienation as any exterior environmental factors. Experiencing emotional discomfort, isolation,
and loss of identity can result from being cut off from one's native place, loved ones, and familiar
cultural milieu. Migrants often struggle to reconcile their cultural heritage with the expectations
of the host society, resulting in a fragmented sense of self. When people are continually shifting
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between different cultural frames and identities, as is common in international circumstances, this
problem becomes much worse. Another layer of complexity to their lived experiences is the need
to thrive economically while preserving links with the country.

Global economic systems and power structures have always had strong ties to immigrant labour.
Unequal connections between states have frequently influenced the flow of labour across borders,
from labour migrations during colonisation to modern global supply chains. A lot of the time,
industrialised nations take advantage of developing nations' cheap labour forces without doing
much to integrate or safeguard them. This imbalance reflects broader issues of global inequality
and highlights the need to examine immigrant labor within a transnational and systemic
perspective.

In recent years, the rise of neoliberal economic policies has further intensified the challenges faced
by immigrant labor. Labour safeguards have been eroded and informal employment sectors have
grown as a result of privatisation, deregulation, and an emphasis on market efficiency. There is a
disproportionate number of immigrant workers in certain industries, where they face little to no
job security and frequent disregard for their rights. At the same time, globalization has increased
competition for jobs, leading to the stigmatization of migrants as economic threats rather than
recognizing their contributions to society.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Numerous academic fields, including postcolonial studies, sociology, cultural studies, and
political economics, have shown considerable interest in researching immigrant labour and
diasporic alienation in a transnational setting. Critical scholarly works on diaspora, identity, labour
exploitation, and globalisation are reviewed in this part to lay the theoretical groundwork for the
current study.

Forced relocation and communal pain were the primary foci of early diaspora discourses,
especially as they pertained to the history of the Jewish people, Africans, and Armenians.
Nonetheless, contemporary researchers have broadened the definition of diaspora to encompass
voluntary movement and global mobility. Diaspora, according to philosophers like William Safran
and Robin Cohen, is a state defined by migration, longing for one's country, and shared identity.
To shed light on the economic drivers of modern migration, Cohen classifies diasporas as either
labour, trade, or cultural, among others. To fully grasp the centrality of immigrant labour to
contemporary diasporic experiences, these frameworks are essential.

Some of the most influential figures in postcolonial theory to delve into the topic of diasporic
identity and alienation include Stuart Hall, Avtar Brah, and Homi K. Bhabha. The "third space"
and cultural hybridity, as proposed by Bhabha, highlight how identity is flexible and contested in
diasporic environments. Bhabha argues that migrants do more than just absorb into their new
home; they really give rise to novel cultural expressions that pose serious threats to long-held
assumptions about who we are as a people. In expanding on this theory, Stuart Hall posits that
identity is not an immutable core but rather an ever-evolving construct influenced by cultural and
historical factors. In his work, Avtar Brah presents the idea of "diaspora space," a place where the
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identities of migrants, locals, and others converge, making it more difficult to define who belongs
and who does not.

Central to this investigation is the idea of alienation, which has its origins in Marxist thought.
Workers experience alienation when they feel disconnected from their job, their own potential as
human beings, other people, and the goods and services that result from their labour (Marx, 1984).
Immigrant labour in capitalist economies has been extensively studied using this concept. Modern
academics contend that the commercialisation of human labour and the rise of insecure labour
circumstances brought about by globalisation have exacerbated various types of alienation. The
economic, social, and cultural marginalisation that immigrant workers, especially those in low-
skilled industries, endure is a result of their disadvantaged position in the labour market.

Research on transnationalism by sociologists such as Steven Vertovec, Linda Basch, and Nina
Glick Schiller has reframed migration as an international phenomenon. Migrants, according to
these academics, keep in touch with their home nations even as they participate fully in their new
communities. Transnationalism emphasises migrants' dual or multiple connections, challenging
prior assimilationist ideas. Immigrant labour can be better understood via this lens since many
immigrant workers are involved in global economic networks including remittance flows and
cross-border employment systems. Migrants are bound to the economic needs of their host nations
and the aspirations of their home communities; nevertheless, these linkages also serve to
perpetuate disparities and dependency.

Many studies have examined labour exploitation within the framework of global capitalism. The
growth of informal and unstable labour markets has been studied by scholars such as David Harvey
and Saskia Sassen, who focus on the effects of economic restructuring and neoliberal policies.
Sassen's idea of "global cities" shows how advanced economies rely on immigrant labour, which
is crucial yet unfairly treated. In a similar vein, migrants are disproportionately impacted by the
economic uncertainty, lack of rights, and precarious employment that constitute the "precariat”
according to Guy Standing. These studies highlight how labour exploitation is deeply rooted in
global economic systems.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This research examines the experiences of immigrant labour in a globalised setting using an
interdisciplinary theoretical framework that combines Marxist theory of alienation, postcolonial
theory, diaspora studies, and transnationalism. When seen from all of these angles, diasporic
alienation becomes easier to understand from a financial, cultural, and psychological standpoint.

Karl Marx's idea of alienation, which he used to explain the way capitalism workers lose
connection with their job, the goods they make, and even their own potential as human beings,
forms the basis of the framework. Because of their precarious status in the job market, immigrant
workers have heightened feelings of isolation. Many times, they have little choice but to accept
low-paying, unstable positions where they have no say over their working circumstances. They
often do not receive social and economic advantages, and their labour is turned into a commodity.
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In addition to financial hardship, this economic exploitation causes a person to feel helpless and
isolated from society.

But economic exclusion is just one facet of immigrant life. Cultural considerations of identity,
hybridity, and belonging are central to postcolonial thought. Migrants negotiate between their
original and host cultures in the "third space," a concept introduced by scholars such as Homi K.
Bhabha. This leads to a state of hybrid identity where one is neither totally immersed in the host
culture nor totally entrenched in their native country. Despite the creative potential, hybridity is
frequently associated with psychological alienation due to its effects on displacement,
disorientation, and identity crisis.

Stuart Hall's perspective on identification as a dynamic and ever-changing process also emphasises
how people in diaspora constantly reimagine who they are in reaction to shifting social and cultural
norms. One of the most difficult things for immigrant workers to do is to adjust to American
culture while yet holding on to their roots. Their feelings of "in-betweenness" and not fitting in
are intensified by this double burden.

This approach is further expanded by diaspora studies, which look at the collective experiences of
groups that have been scattered. Not only is physical displacement highlighted by the idea of
diaspora, but so are emotional and cultural links to the motherland. Particularly helpful is Avtar
Brah's concept of "diaspora space" since it takes into account the dynamics between host
communities and migrants, illuminating the ways in which power relations determine inclusion
and exclusion. From this vantage point, we can better comprehend the social and cultural
marginalisation that immigrant workers frequently face.

In this interpretation, the idea of transnationalism is just as crucial. As a result of remittances,
communication, and cultural interchange, it emphasises how migrants keep links across
boundaries. Because migrants exist in more than one social sphere at once, transnationalism offers
an alternative to assimilationist perspectives on migration. Although these relationships might
offer assistance, they can bring up more obligations and demands, making the migratory
experience even more complex. Diasporic alienation may be fully comprehended through these
theoretical frameworks. They demonstrate that immigrant labour is subjected to economic
exploitation in addition to cultural displacement and psychological fragmentation. This research
provides a multi-faceted examination of the ways in which transnational networks, cultural
identity, and global capitalism impact the daily lives of immigrant workers by bringing together
various viewpoints.

IMMIGRANT LABOR IN TRANSNATIONAL ECONOMIES

In the contemporary era of globalization, immigrant labor has become a fundamental component
of transnational economies. The movement of workers across national borders is driven by
disparities in economic opportunities, wage structures, and living standards between countries. As
a result, millions of individuals migrate in search of employment, contributing significantly to
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both their host and home economies. However, despite their crucial role, immigrant workers often
occupy marginal and precarious positions within global labor markets.

Transnational economies are characterized by the flow of capital, goods, services, and labor across
borders. Within this system, immigrant labor functions as a flexible and cost-effective workforce
that supports key sectors such as construction, agriculture, manufacturing, domestic work, and
services. Developed nations, in particular, rely heavily on migrant workers to fill labor shortages
in low-skilled and labor-intensive industries. At the same time, developing countries depend on
remittances sent by these workers, which serve as a vital source of national income and household
sustenance. This dual role highlights the interconnected nature of global economies and the
importance of migrant labor within them.

Despite these contributions, immigrant workers frequently face exploitative conditions. One of the
defining features of immigrant labor in transnational economies is its precarity. Many migrants
are employed on temporary contracts or in informal sectors where job security is minimal. They
often receive low wages, work long hours, and lack access to basic labor rights such as healthcare,
insurance, and social security. Employers may take advantage of their vulnerable status,
particularly in cases where workers are undocumented or dependent on specific employers for
their legal residency. This imbalance of power creates conditions that enable exploitation and
abuse.

Legal and institutional barriers further exacerbate these challenges. Immigration policies in many
countries restrict the rights and mobility of migrant workers, limiting their ability to change jobs
or seek better opportunities. Temporary visa systems often tie workers to a single employer,
making it difficult for them to escape unfavorable working conditions. Additionally, language
barriers and lack of awareness about legal rights prevent many immigrants from accessing justice
or reporting violations. Even when legal protections exist, enforcement is often weak, leaving
workers exposed to systemic exploitation.

Another significant issue is the segmentation of labor markets along lines of race, ethnicity, and
nationality. Immigrant workers are frequently concentrated in low-status jobs that are avoided by
native populations. This occupational segregation reinforces social hierarchies and perpetuates
stereotypes about migrant labor. Discrimination in hiring, wages, and working conditions further
marginalizes these workers, limiting their opportunities for upward mobility. In many cases, their
contributions remain invisible or undervalued, despite being essential to the functioning of the
economy.

The transnational nature of immigrant labor also creates complex social and emotional dynamics.
Migrants often maintain strong ties with their home countries through remittances and
communication, supporting families and communities from afar. While these connections provide
a sense of purpose and belonging, they also impose significant financial and emotional burdens.
Workers may feel obligated to prioritize the needs of their families over their own well-being,
leading to stress and exhaustion. The separation from loved ones and the challenges of adapting
to a new cultural environment further contribute to feelings of isolation and alienation.
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REPRESENTATION OF ALIENATION

Research on diaspora and immigrant labour centers on the concept of alienation, which describes
the profound emotional, social, and cultural estrangement that migrants face in global settings. It
takes many forms, including emotional isolation, cultural dislocation, and identity fragmentation,
and is therefore more than just an intellectual term; it is a lived reality. Both the lived realities of
immigrant labourers and the stories told about them in literature and popular culture attempt to
depict the intricacies of diasporic life through the lens of alienation.

Isolation on a psychological level is a common kind of alienation. Being away from loved ones
and their usual surroundings might cause immigrant workers to feel extremely lonely. Feelings of
despair, worry, and helplessness are common among international students who do not have access
to adequate emotional support networks while studying abroad. Overwhelming work schedules,
little time for socialising, and financial pressures all contribute to this sense of isolation. Migrants,
particularly those working for low wages, may find themselves trapped in a never-ending cycle of
work and survival, with little opportunity for personal growth or social integration.

Cultural alienation is another important factor since it occurs when the migrant's home culture is
different from the mainstream culture in their new home. It is common for immigrants to feel
alienated from both their home country and their new surroundings as they adjust to different
languages, traditions, and social mores. A "double consciousness" might result from the process
of adapting, which can cause one to lose or change their cultural identity. A sense of in-
betweenness might exist among migrants since they may not fully identify with either culture. One
of the most significant factors contributing to this sense of isolation is the difficulty in
communicating and engaging in meaningful activities due to language limitations.

One of the most significant aspects of being an immigrant is experiencing social isolation. There
is a lot of racial, ethnic, national, and legal status-based exclusion and prejudice experienced by
migratory workers. This kind of prejudice may happen anywhere, including public areas,
institutions, and workplaces, and it can make people feel even more inferior and marginalised.
Because of their perceived status as "others," immigrants may face bias and discrimination in the
areas of education, employment, and social mobility. This exclusion not only affects their material
conditions but also impacts their sense of dignity and self-worth.

A person's sense of self is intricately related to feelings of alienation, which in turn are influenced
by these outside variables. As they negotiate their many cultural identities, diasporic people often
find it difficult to make sense of their history. This is especially true for second-generation
migrants, who may have a hard time assimilating into their new home while also feeling estranged
from their roots. Confusion, uncertainty, and a disjointed sense of self can result from the ongoing
process of negotiating one's identity.
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TEXTUAL ANALYSIS

The theme of diasporic alienation and immigrant labor is vividly represented in contemporary
literature, where writers explore the emotional, cultural, and socio-economic struggles of migrants
in transnational contexts. Through narrative techniques, characterization, and symbolism, literary
texts provide deep insights into the lived experiences of displacement, identity crisis, and
marginalization. This section analyzes selected works of Jhumpa Lahiri, Salman Rushdie, and
Bharati Mukherjee to illustrate how alienation is constructed and represented. In The Namesake,
Lahiri portrays the life of Gogol Ganguli, a second-generation immigrant struggling with issues
of identity and belonging. The novel highlights the emotional distance between the immigrant
parents and their American-born child, reflecting the generational dimensions of diaspora. Gogol’s
discomfort with his name symbolizes a deeper identity crisis, as he attempts to distance himself
from his cultural roots while seeking acceptance in American society. The sense of alienation is
not only cultural but also psychological, as Gogol finds himself unable to fully belong to either
world. Lahiri’s subtle narrative style and focus on everyday experiences effectively capture the
quiet yet profound nature of diasporic dislocation.

Similarly, Interpreter of Maladies by Lahiri explores the emotional and cultural isolation of Indian
immigrants through a series of interconnected stories. Characters often experience loneliness,
failed communication, and fractured relationships, which reflect their inability to bridge cultural
gaps. For instance, in the story “Mrs. Sen’s,” the protagonist struggles to adapt to life in a foreign
land, finding comfort only in memories of her homeland. This illustrates how nostalgia and
cultural attachment can both sustain and intensify alienation. In contrast, Midnight's Children
presents a more complex and layered representation of identity through the use of magical realism.
Although the novel primarily deals with postcolonial India, it also reflects diasporic themes
through its exploration of fragmented identities and historical dislocation. Rushdie’s narrative
style, characterized by non-linear storytelling and fantastical elements, mirrors the instability and
hybridity of diasporic identity. The protagonist, Saleem Sinai, embodies a fractured self that is
shaped by both personal and national histories, suggesting that alienation is deeply intertwined
with broader socio-political contexts.

Rushdie’s work also emphasizes the concept of cultural hybridity, where identities are formed
through the blending of multiple influences. This hybridity, while offering creative possibilities,
also leads to a sense of rootlessness and uncertainty. The narrative challenges the idea of fixed
identity and instead presents it as fluid and constantly evolving, reinforcing the theoretical
perspectives discussed earlier. Bharati Mukherjee, in her novel Jasmine, offers a different
perspective on diaspora by focusing on transformation and survival. The protagonist, Jasmine,
undergoes multiple identity shifts as she moves across different cultural and geographical spaces.
Unlike Lahiri’s characters, who often experience passive alienation, Jasmine actively reshapes her
identity in response to changing circumstances. However, this transformation comes at a cost, as
she must continuously detach from her past, leading to a fragmented sense of self. Mukherjee’s
narrative highlights the resilience of immigrant women while also exposing the emotional toll of
constant reinvention. Across these texts, several common themes emerge. First, alienation is
depicted as both an external and internal experience, shaped by social exclusion as well as personal
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identity struggles. Second, the tension between assimilation and cultural preservation is a recurring
motif, reflecting the challenges of navigating multiple identities. Third, narrative techniques such
as symbolism, non-linear storytelling, and detailed characterization play a crucial role in
conveying the complexities of diasporic life.

DISCUSSION

The analysis of diasporic alienation and immigrant labor within a transnational framework reveals
a complex interplay between economic structures, cultural identities, and psychological
experiences. The findings of this study demonstrate that alienation is not a singular or isolated
phenomenon but a multidimensional condition shaped by global capitalism, migration policies,
and socio-cultural dynamics. From an economic perspective, immigrant labor occupies a
structurally disadvantaged position within transnational economies. Migrant workers are often
concentrated in low-wage, insecure, and labor-intensive sectors, where exploitation is normalized.
The application of Marxist theory highlights how these workers are alienated from their labor and
denied equitable participation in economic systems. This exploitation is further intensified by legal
constraints, such as temporary visa regimes and undocumented status, which limit workers’ rights
and agency. As a result, immigrant labor becomes both essential and expendable within global
markets.

At the cultural level, the study underscores the significance of identity negotiation in shaping the
diasporic experience. Drawing on postcolonial perspectives, it is evident that migrants exist within
a “third space” where identities are continuously reconstructed. This hybridity, while offering
opportunities for cultural exchange and innovation, also produces uncertainty and a sense of non-
belonging. The tension between assimilation and cultural preservation creates an ongoing struggle
for self-definition, particularly among second-generation immigrants. The discussion also
highlights the role of transnationalism in both alleviating and intensifyin alienation. On one hand,
transnational connections—such as remittances, communication with family, and cultural
practices—help migrants maintain a sense of belonging and continuity. On the other hand, these
connections impose additional responsibilities and emotional pressures, as migrants are expected
to support their families and uphold cultural expectations across borders. This dual engagement
often leads to a fragmented existence, where individuals are physically present in one location but
emotionally tied to another.

CONCLUSION

This study has explored the theme of diasporic alienation and the struggles of immigrant labor
within a transnational context, drawing upon theoretical frameworks, literature review, and textual
analysis. The findings reveal that migration, while offering opportunities for economic
advancement, is also accompanied by significant challenges that affect the social, cultural, and
psychological well-being of individuals. The concept of alienation emerges as a central aspect of
the immigrant experience, manifesting in various forms such as economic exploitation, cultural
displacement, social exclusion, and identity fragmentation. Immigrant workers, despite their vital
contributions to global economies, remain marginalized within labor markets and are often denied
basic rights and recognition. This paradox highlights the inequalities inherent in transnational
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economic systems. The study also demonstrates that identity in diasporic contexts is fluid and
dynamic, shaped by continuous interaction between homeland and host cultures. While
transnational connections provide a sense of continuity and belonging, they also create additional
pressures that complicate the migrant experience. The representation of these themes in literary
texts further underscores the depth and complexity of diasporic alienation, offering valuable
insights into the human dimensions of migration.
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